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Advice NI Information Briefing 
 

Support for Ukrainians arriving in Northern Ireland 
 
 
In light of an expected increase in queries in this area and the swiftly developing 
policy environment, we present below a number of links to useful information 
sources covering the help available to those fleeing the war in Ukraine. 
 
nidirect is the primary source of official information for residents of Northern Ireland, 
and key information is available there for Ukrainians entering Northern Ireland, as 
well as those looking to help. The UK government has also set up a page covering 
its response, which is a useful way to check for further changes. 
 
If you have any suggestions for other useful information, please contact the Advice 
NI Information Officer, Matt Cole, by email. 
 
You can return to the top of the document by clicking ▲ on the bottom left of any 
page. 
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▲ 

Immigration 
 
You must exercise caution before offering any advice on immigration matters. 
Immigration advice is closely regulated by the Office of the Immigration 
Services Commissioner (OISC), and only those with relevant accreditation can 
advise someone on an application for immigration status. If you are in any 
doubt about your accreditation, you should signpost the client to an 
appropriately qualified immigration adviser. 
 
The OISC defines immigration advice as giving an opinion on a course of 
action, or laying out options, specific to an individual client, while providing an 
immigration service means taking action on the client’s behalf with the 
immigration authorities. If you do either of these things, both the organisation 
and the individual adviser must be properly accredited. However, it is 
permitted to provide access to information about immigration matters without 
accreditation, so long as the information is general and does not give an 
opinion about how client(s) should proceed. 
 
 
Advice Services 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Immigration & 
Asylum 

Law Centre NI Contact details for immigration advice 
line. 

Help Ukraine Migrant Centre NI Includes a list of immigration advisers 
and contact information, mostly local 
services. 

Free UK 
immigration advice 
for people fleeing 
Ukraine 

Ukraine Advice 
Project UK 

Details of group of volunteer legal 
professionals offering free advice to 
Ukrainian nationals. 

Ukraine – Pro Bono 
Advice 

The Law Society of 
Northern Ireland 

List of accredited firms and legal 
service providers that have confirmed 
they are in a position to offer pro-bono 
advice and assistance in relation to 
Immigration and Asylum work relevant 
to the ongoing crisis in Ukraine. 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-of-the-immigration-services-commissioner
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-of-the-immigration-services-commissioner
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-the-community-and-voluntary-sector/three-step-guide-to-regulation
https://www.lawcentreni.org/how-we-help/immigration-asylum
https://www.lawcentreni.org/how-we-help/immigration-asylum
https://www.lawcentreni.org/about-us
http://migrantcentreni.org/help-ukraine/
http://migrantcentreni.org/about-us/
https://advice-ukraine.co.uk/
https://advice-ukraine.co.uk/
https://advice-ukraine.co.uk/
https://advice-ukraine.co.uk/
https://www.lawsoc-ni.org/ukraine-pro-bono-advice
https://www.lawsoc-ni.org/ukraine-pro-bono-advice
https://www.lawsoc-ni.org/about-us
https://www.lawsoc-ni.org/about-us


▲ 

General advice 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Guidance for 
advisers: Ukrainians 
seeking to enter or 
remain in the UK 

OISC Advice and guidance to organisations 
about what work they may undertake 
at OISC Level 1, related to Ukrainians 
seeking to enter or remain in the UK. 

Statement of 
Changes in 
Immigration Rules 

House of 
Commons 

Official summary of changes to the 
Immigration Rules, formalising the 
concessions introduced for those 
fleeing the war in Ukraine. 

The UK Stands with 
Ukraine: Fact sheet 

Gov.uk Information on obtaining permission to 
enter the UK from Ukraine. 

Factsheet: Home 
Office visa support 
for Ukrainians 

Home Office in the 
media 

Public guidance on Home Office 
policies relating to visa access for 
Ukrainian nationals and information on 
visa processes. 

Ukraine: UK 
immigration 
concessions 

The House of 
Commons Library 

Information for MPs on immigration 
concessions for people affected by the 
crisis in Ukraine and campaigns for 
further measures to help a wider range 
of people in Ukraine. 

Can Ukrainians take 
refuge in the UK? 

Free Movement Independent guidance on concessions 
and visa options available to Ukrainian 
nationals seeking entry to or already 
present in the UK. 

Legal issues for 
Ukrainians arriving 
in the United 
Kingdom from 
Ireland 

Free Movement Independent guidance on access to 
the UK from the Republic of Ireland for 
Ukrainian nationals due to their status 
as “visa nationals”. 

Visa Concessions 
for Ukrainians 

Immigration Advice 
Service 

Independent information on temporary 
concessions for Ukrainians in the UK 
and new measures to help Ukrainian 
residents with and without family ties 
family ties to migrate to the UK. 

Solidarity with 
Ukraine 

Work Rights 
Centre 

Information on the different routes for 
getting out of Ukraine and to the UK. 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-advisers-ukrainians-seeking-to-enter-or-remain-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-advisers-ukrainians-seeking-to-enter-or-remain-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-advisers-ukrainians-seeking-to-enter-or-remain-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-advisers-ukrainians-seeking-to-enter-or-remain-in-the-uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1064044/E02735082_-_Immigration_Rules_changes_-_HC_1220__Web_Accessible_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1064044/E02735082_-_Immigration_Rules_changes_-_HC_1220__Web_Accessible_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1064044/E02735082_-_Immigration_Rules_changes_-_HC_1220__Web_Accessible_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-stands-with-ukraine/fact-sheet
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-stands-with-ukraine/fact-sheet
https://www.gov.uk/
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2022/03/11/factsheet-home-office-visa-support-for-ukrainians/
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2022/03/11/factsheet-home-office-visa-support-for-ukrainians/
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2022/03/11/factsheet-home-office-visa-support-for-ukrainians/
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/about/
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/about/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9473/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9473/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9473/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/about-us/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/about-us/
https://freemovement.org.uk/can-ukrainians-take-refuge-in-the-uk-immigration-concessions-and-asylum-policy/
https://freemovement.org.uk/can-ukrainians-take-refuge-in-the-uk-immigration-concessions-and-asylum-policy/
https://freemovement.org.uk/about/
https://freemovement.org.uk/legal-issues-for-ukrainians-arriving-in-the-united-kingdom-from-ireland/
https://freemovement.org.uk/legal-issues-for-ukrainians-arriving-in-the-united-kingdom-from-ireland/
https://freemovement.org.uk/legal-issues-for-ukrainians-arriving-in-the-united-kingdom-from-ireland/
https://freemovement.org.uk/legal-issues-for-ukrainians-arriving-in-the-united-kingdom-from-ireland/
https://freemovement.org.uk/legal-issues-for-ukrainians-arriving-in-the-united-kingdom-from-ireland/
https://iasservices.org.uk/visa-concessions-for-ukrainians-in-the-uk/
https://iasservices.org.uk/visa-concessions-for-ukrainians-in-the-uk/
https://iasservices.org.uk/
https://iasservices.org.uk/
https://www.workrightscentre.org/solidarity-with-ukraine
https://www.workrightscentre.org/solidarity-with-ukraine
https://www.workrightscentre.org/about-us
https://www.workrightscentre.org/about-us


▲ 

Visas 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Applying for a visa 
to come to the UK 

Gov.uk Official public information on visa 
options and procedures for entering 
the UK 

UK visa support for 
Ukrainian nationals 

Gov.uk Official UKVI guidance on visa options 
for Ukrainian nationals and their family 
members seeking entry to the UK. 

Ukrainian nationals 
on family routes: 
concession to the 
Immigration Rules 

Gov.uk Official UKVI guidance on temporary 
concessions for Ukrainian nationals 
applying to join a family route. 

Ukrainian nationals 
in the UK: visa 
support 

Gov.uk Official UKVI guidance on visa options 
for Ukrainians already in the UK. 

Ukrainian nationals 
on work and study 
routes: concessions 
to the Immigration 
Rules 

Gov.uk Official UKVI guidance on temporary 
concessions for Ukrainian nationals 
already in the UK on work and study 
routes. 

Visa options for 
people fleeing 
Ukraine 

Law Centre NI Guidance on visa options available to 
Ukrainian nationals seeking entry to or 
already present in the UK. 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-to-come-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/apply-to-come-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/support-for-family-members-of-british-nationals-in-ukraine-and-ukrainian-nationals-in-ukraine-and-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/support-for-family-members-of-british-nationals-in-ukraine-and-ukrainian-nationals-in-ukraine-and-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-family-routes-concession-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-family-routes-concession-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-family-routes-concession-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-family-routes-concession-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ukrainian-nationals-in-the-uk-visa-support
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ukrainian-nationals-in-the-uk-visa-support
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ukrainian-nationals-in-the-uk-visa-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-work-and-study-routes-concessions-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-work-and-study-routes-concessions-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-work-and-study-routes-concessions-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-work-and-study-routes-concessions-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukrainian-nationals-on-work-and-study-routes-concessions-to-the-immigration-rules
https://www.lawcentreni.org/news/visa-options-for-people-fleeing-ukraine
https://www.lawcentreni.org/news/visa-options-for-people-fleeing-ukraine
https://www.lawcentreni.org/news/visa-options-for-people-fleeing-ukraine


▲ 

Ukraine Family Scheme 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Apply for a Ukraine 
Family Scheme visa 

Gov.uk Official UKVI guidance for family 
members of British nationals, UK 
settled persons and certain others to 
come to or stay in the UK under the 
Ukraine Family Scheme. 

Ukraine Scheme: 
caseworker 
guidance 

Home Office 
(gov.uk) 

Official guidance for caseworkers on 
how to decide applications for entry 
clearance or permission to stay on the 
Ukraine Scheme. 

Ukraine Family 
Scheme – 
Frequently Asked 
Questions 

Settled Referenced advice from an 
independent charity on the operation 
of the Ukraine Family Scheme. 

 
Homes for Ukraine 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Homes for Ukraine Gov.uk Official information on the scheme 

allowing individuals, charities, 
community groups and businesses to 
volunteer accommodation and provide 
a route to safety for those forced to 
escape Ukraine. 

Homes for Ukraine 
scheme: frequently 
asked questions 

Gov.uk Questions and answers from the 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities on how the Homes 
for Ukraine scheme will work. 

Homes for Ukraine 
connecting refugees 
with sponsors 
across the UK 

Reset 
Communities and 
Refugees 

Secondary registration portal for 
Ukrainians and potential sponsors. 

‘Homes for Ukraine’ 
scheme launches 

Gov.uk Department for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities press release 
announcing the scheme. 

Government 
launches ‘Homes for 
Ukraine’ scheme, 
with recipients of 
help to have full and 
unrestricted access 
to benefits and other 
support 

rightsnet Independent summary of the scheme 
announcement and guidance. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-ukraine-family-scheme-visa
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-ukraine-family-scheme-visa
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-scheme
https://settled.org.uk/ukraine-family-scheme-frequent-asked-questions/
https://settled.org.uk/ukraine-family-scheme-frequent-asked-questions/
https://settled.org.uk/ukraine-family-scheme-frequent-asked-questions/
https://settled.org.uk/ukraine-family-scheme-frequent-asked-questions/
https://settled.org.uk/about-us/
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-scheme-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-scheme-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-scheme-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.homesforukraine.org.uk/
https://www.homesforukraine.org.uk/
https://www.homesforukraine.org.uk/
https://www.homesforukraine.org.uk/
https://resetuk.org/about
https://resetuk.org/about
https://resetuk.org/about
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/homes-for-ukraine-scheme-launches
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/homes-for-ukraine-scheme-launches
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/government-launches-homes-for-ukraine-scheme


▲ 

Asylum 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Claim asylum in the 
UK 

Gov.uk Official public information on applying 
for asylum to stay in the UK as a 
refugee. 

Ukraine: country 
policy and 
information notes 

Gov.uk This publication was withdrawn on 
24 February 2022, which suggests 
that new guidance is being 
prepared. 
Guidance used by UKVI to make 
decisions in asylum and human rights 
applications. 

UNHCR Position on 
Returns to Ukraine 

UNHCR, the UN 
Refugee Agency 

Official call on states to suspend 
forcible return of nationals and former 
habitual residents of Ukraine, including 
those who have had their asylum 
claims rejected. 

UNHCR Ukraine - 
Help for refugees 
and asylum-seekers 

UNHCR Collection of links providing guidance 
on accessing help and support with 
asylum or resettlement either in 
Ukraine or as a displaced person. 

Ukraine crisis 2022: 
Aid and refugees 

House of 
Commons Library 

Research briefing describing the 
potential effect of the conflict in 
Ukraine and the number of refugees 
leaving the country, alongside what 
aid the UK and others have pledged in 
2022. 

What is the 
difference between 
refugee status and 
humanitarian 
protection? 

Free Movement Summary of the two main types of 
legal status for refugees in the UK. 

What is Asylum? The Right to 
Remain Toolkit 

Independent summary of procedures 
for claiming asylum in the UK. 

Our helplines The Joint Council 
for the Welfare of 
Immigrants (JCWI) 

Contact details for the Irregular 
Migrants Helpline, for those in the UK 
without status. 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/claim-asylum
https://www.gov.uk/claim-asylum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.refworld.org/docid/621de9894.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/621de9894.html
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/about-us.html
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/about-us.html
https://help.unhcr.org/ukraine/
https://help.unhcr.org/ukraine/
https://help.unhcr.org/ukraine/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9467/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9467/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-difference-between-refugee-status-and-humanitarian-protection/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-difference-between-refugee-status-and-humanitarian-protection/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-difference-between-refugee-status-and-humanitarian-protection/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-difference-between-refugee-status-and-humanitarian-protection/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-difference-between-refugee-status-and-humanitarian-protection/
https://righttoremain.org.uk/toolkit/asylumintro/
https://righttoremain.org.uk/toolkit/about/
https://righttoremain.org.uk/toolkit/about/
https://www.jcwi.org.uk/our-helplines
https://www.jcwi.org.uk/Pages/Category/our-work
https://www.jcwi.org.uk/Pages/Category/our-work
https://www.jcwi.org.uk/Pages/Category/our-work


▲ 

Financial Assistance 
 
Advice NI members and services can provide support in these areas. A full list of 
members is available from the Local Advice section of the Advice NI website, and 
members of the public can call 0800 915 4604 or email advice@adviceni.net to 
receive advice on matters relating to access to benefits. 
 
Access to public funds 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Public funds Gov.uk Immigration staff guidance on public 

funds foreign nationals can claim. 
Accessing UK 
benefits and 
services if you’re 
subject to 
immigration control 
(AdviserNet) 

Citizens Advice Independent information and guidance 
on accessing benefits and services 
when subject to immigration control. 

What is the no 
recourse to public 
funds condition? 

Free Movement Independent legal guidance on the 
condition preventing certain 
immigrants from accessing public 
funds. 

Benefits and 
housing (public 
funds) 

The No Recourse 
to Public Funds 
(NRPF) Network 

Local council-focused information on 
accessing benefits and housing when 
subject to immigration control. 

Update on Children 
with No Recourse to 
Public Funds 

UK Parliament Official announcement of extension of 
access to free-school meals for 
children of families with no recourse to 
public funds. 

UK boosts support 
for Ukrainian 
research community 

Gov.uk Ukrainian nationals involved in 
academic research will benefit from a 
£3 million UK government package of 
support to continue their vital work in 
the UK. 

 
  

https://www.adviceni.net/local-advice
mailto:advice@adviceni.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/are-you-subject-to-immigration-control
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/are-you-subject-to-immigration-control
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/are-you-subject-to-immigration-control
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/are-you-subject-to-immigration-control
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/are-you-subject-to-immigration-control
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/advisernet/immigration/accessing-uk-benefits-and-services-if-your-clients-subject-to-immigration-control/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-no-recourse-to-public-funds-condition/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-no-recourse-to-public-funds-condition/
https://freemovement.org.uk/what-is-the-no-recourse-to-public-funds-condition/
https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/information-and-resources/rights-and-entitlements/benefits-and-housing-public-funds
https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/information-and-resources/rights-and-entitlements/benefits-and-housing-public-funds
https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/information-and-resources/rights-and-entitlements/benefits-and-housing-public-funds
https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/about
https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/about
https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/about
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-03-24/hcws714
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-03-24/hcws714
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-03-24/hcws714
https://www.parliament.uk/about/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-boosts-support-for-ukrainian-research-community
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-boosts-support-for-ukrainian-research-community
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-boosts-support-for-ukrainian-research-community


▲ 

Benefits 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Immediate benefit 
support for those 
fleeing the invasion 
in Ukraine 

Gov.uk Department for Work and Pensions 
press release on the emergency 
regulations allowing those arriving in 
the UK from Ukraine as a result of the 
Russian invasion to access benefits 
subject to the habitual residence and 
past presence tests. 

Social Security 
(Habitual Residence 
and Past Presence) 
(Amendment) 
Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 
2022 

Legislation.gov.uk Emergency regulations for Northern 
Ireland, in line with those announced 
in the above press release. (No 
equivalent announcement from the 
Executive or the relevant 
Departments, but an explanatory 
memorandum is available.) 

Exemption from 
habitual residence 
and past presence 
tests for specified 
benefits for people 
arriving in Northern 
Ireland from Ukraine 

rightsnet Independent summary of the 
emergency regulations above. 

Amendment of child 
benefit residence 
conditions and tax 
credit income rules 
to support people 
arriving in the UK 
from Ukraine and 
their sponsors 

rightsnet Independent summary of the new 
regulations giving access to Child 
Benefit for arriving in the UK, and 
disregarding payments under the 
Homes for Ukraine scheme for 
calculation of entitlement to Tax 
Credits. 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/immediate-benefit-support-for-those-fleeing-the-invasion-in-ukraine
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/immediate-benefit-support-for-those-fleeing-the-invasion-in-ukraine
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/immediate-benefit-support-for-those-fleeing-the-invasion-in-ukraine
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/immediate-benefit-support-for-those-fleeing-the-invasion-in-ukraine
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/pdfs/nisrem_20220149_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/149/pdfs/nisrem_20220149_en.pdf
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/exemption-from-habitual-residence-and-past-presence-tests-for-specified-benefits-for-people-arriving-in-northern-ireland-from-ukraine
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/exemption-from-habitual-residence-and-past-presence-tests-for-specified-benefits-for-people-arriving-in-northern-ireland-from-ukraine
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/exemption-from-habitual-residence-and-past-presence-tests-for-specified-benefits-for-people-arriving-in-northern-ireland-from-ukraine
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/exemption-from-habitual-residence-and-past-presence-tests-for-specified-benefits-for-people-arriving-in-northern-ireland-from-ukraine
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/exemption-from-habitual-residence-and-past-presence-tests-for-specified-benefits-for-people-arriving-in-northern-ireland-from-ukraine
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/exemption-from-habitual-residence-and-past-presence-tests-for-specified-benefits-for-people-arriving-in-northern-ireland-from-ukraine
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/exemption-from-habitual-residence-and-past-presence-tests-for-specified-benefits-for-people-arriving-in-northern-ireland-from-ukraine
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/about
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/welfare-rights/news/item/amendment-of-child-benefit-residence-conditions-and-tax-credit-income-rules-to-support-people-arriving-in-the-uk-from-ukraine-and-their-sponsors


▲ 

Housing 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Allocation of 
Housing and 
Homelessness 
(Eligibility) 
(Amendment) 
Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 
2022 

Legislation.gov.uk New legislation conferring eligibility for 
housing and homelessness assistance 
for people who have left Ukraine as a 
result of the Russian invasion 
(legislation applies directly to Northern 
Ireland). 

Eligibility for housing 
and homelessness 
assistance for 
people who leave 
Ukraine as a result 
of the Russian 
invasion 

rightsnet Independent summary of the new 
regulations. 

 
  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2022/128/made
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/eligibility-for-housing-and-homelessness-assistance-for-people-who-leave-ukraine-as-a-result-of-the-russian-invasion
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/eligibility-for-housing-and-homelessness-assistance-for-people-who-leave-ukraine-as-a-result-of-the-russian-invasion
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/eligibility-for-housing-and-homelessness-assistance-for-people-who-leave-ukraine-as-a-result-of-the-russian-invasion
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/eligibility-for-housing-and-homelessness-assistance-for-people-who-leave-ukraine-as-a-result-of-the-russian-invasion
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/eligibility-for-housing-and-homelessness-assistance-for-people-who-leave-ukraine-as-a-result-of-the-russian-invasion
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/eligibility-for-housing-and-homelessness-assistance-for-people-who-leave-ukraine-as-a-result-of-the-russian-invasion
https://www.rightsnet.org.uk/housing/news/item/eligibility-for-housing-and-homelessness-assistance-for-people-who-leave-ukraine-as-a-result-of-the-russian-invasion


▲ 

Supporting services 
 
There is now a welcome page at nidirect providing information about support 
available to Ukrainians arriving in Northern Ireland. 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Ukraine assistance 
centres 

nidirect Details about the Ukraine assistance 
centres set up to provide advice on 
key services, including health 
assessments, education, jobs, 
benefits, housing and immigration. 

Help for Ukrainian 
nationals 

British Red Cross Range of information and signposts to 
supporting services for those fleeing 
Ukraine, including translated 
information. 

 
Accommodation 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Refugees Welcome Refugees 

Welcome 
Website matching accommodation 
offers to refugees needing a home. 

Drop-in Centre Homeplus NI Details of drop-in centre based in 
Belfast for refugees, asylum seekers 
and destitute migrants. 

 
Travel 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Mallon announces 
free public transport 
for Ukrainian 
refugees 

Department for 
Infrastructure 

Official announcement of temporary 
travel scheme providing free public 
transport for Ukrainian refugees from 
their port of entry to their final 
destination. 

Ukrainian Displaced 
Persons Travel 
Scheme 

National Rail 
Enquiries 

Brief confirmation of access to free 
onward travel in the UK for Ukrainian 
nationals. 

Travel News Eurostar Includes news item on access to free 
travel to St. Pancras from any 
Eurostar station in Europe. 

 
  

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/welcome-northern-ireland
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/ukraine-assistance-centres
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/ukraine-assistance-centres
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/get-help-as-a-refugee/help-for-refugees-from-ukraine
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/get-help-as-a-refugee/help-for-refugees-from-ukraine
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us
http://refugees-welcomeni.co.uk/
http://homeplusni.com/drop-in-centre/
http://homeplusni.com/
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/mallon-announces-free-public-transport-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/mallon-announces-free-public-transport-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/mallon-announces-free-public-transport-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/mallon-announces-free-public-transport-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukr-travel.aspx
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukr-travel.aspx
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukr-travel.aspx
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/46383.aspx
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/46383.aspx
https://www.eurostar.com/uk-en/travel-info/service-information/eurostar-travel-updates
https://www.eurostar.com/uk-en/about-eurostar


▲ 

Essentials 
 
Resource Publisher Content 
Get Help Trussell Trust Guidance on how to obtain support 

from the Trussell Trust’s food bank 
network. 

 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/about/
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Contact information:

Advice NI Policy Team
Kevin Higgins (Head of Policy) 
Advice NI
Forestview
Purdys Lane
Belfast
BT8 7AR
Tel: 028 9064 5919

Advice NI Policy & Information Team:

Name : Email:

Kevin Higgins 
Charlotte Brennan 
Bridget Meehan
Matt Cole

 

kevin@adviceni.net 
charlotte@adviceni.net 
bridget@adviceni.net
matt@adviceni.net

www.adviceni.net 
@AdviceNI
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